Stem cells either of embryonic or somatic (fetal and adult) origin are clearly seen as promising therapeutic tools for the treatment of several severe human diseases. Embryonic stem cells have been isolated in the mouse more than twenty years ago, and it is only during the last five years that human stem cells have successfully been isolated and propagated in a very limited number of laboratories mostly in United States, Australia, Israël and Sweden.
Because of the expected demand for such cells for human medical applications, there is an acute need in Europe for supporting research aimed at developing human stem cell lines and their applications. This aim requires that we quickly increase our knowledge of the basic features and properties of stem cells either from embryonic or somatic origin, human as well from animal models.
The proposed ESF EUROCORES on stem cells will fulfill several strategic purposes: Although the ultimate goal of research on stem cells will be to develop new therapeutic approaches in human, this specific programme will aim at developing fundamental knowledge on stem cells and conceptual and technological expertise in the field.
The research projects should not be restricted to human stem cells, as for the moment most of the experimental investigations on these cells have to be performed on animal models of different origins. Moreover the diversity of the approaches should favor emergence of new concepts and technologies. In that way, the programme through supporting networked projects in Europe, should allow transferring data collected on animal models in some laboratories to human stem cells studied in other laboratories.
This programme will take into account the difference in national legislations on the use of human stem cells in research.
Following an agreement with 21 of its Member Organisations from 17 countries (BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, FI, FR, HU, IS, IT, NL, NO, RO, SE, SL, TR, UK), the European Science Foundation is working,
EUROCORES
on the development of a stem cell tool box News from the European Science Foundation with representatives of these countries, on a first Call for Proposals for research projects to be undertaken within a EUROCORES on the Development of a Stem Cell Tool Box. This call is expected to be launched in autumn 2003. The programme will run for at least 5 years. A second call could be considered after 2 years.
